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| . 
15 the Milde of Kent, not far from Rumney 


Marſh there dwelt a merry-conceited Cob- 


ler, commonly called Robin the Devill, which 


afterwards came to be calted, The Witch ofthe 


Woodlands. This Cobler alwapes hav a ſpe- 


tial cate to pleaſe his Cuſtomers, but chiefly 
he would. be ſare that if any pꝛetty Wench 
bought him a job to doe, he would go thzongh 
itch with her wozksfirkt of all; Ve cout jet 


and be merry in companie ; he could ſing in 


his chop like a Nightingale; he could cut a ca- 


2 


per with Jack Pudding, and as not much in- 


foriour to luſtꝝ Laurence; which got eigheer 
wenches with cbülde all in one peate, fo2 it was 
well knowoe that be got this wenches with 


gzilde all in one night;but as the Pꝛoberb goes, 


The Pitcher that goes oken to the Water, may 
at laſt come broken h . | 
ment requires the ſowrelt awer . g. it fared 


with Robin the E obler, ane, | 
1 | 8K _ Veins 


xe : And the [Weeteſt 


mm 
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being fuddenly bzonght to bed with a male 
childe, the Pother of the Damoſell ſerved Ro- 


bin the Cobler with a Warrant, and made him 


to marry her daughter ont of hand; then was 
the poze Cobler fallen into a pecke of tronbles, 
and knew not how to behave himſelfe : Foz 
though he had been Facto2 fo2 Mars, pet he never 
was made a Vulcan befoze that time; And now 
muſt he p2ovide foz clontes and whitles, ſtre and 
candle,ſope and arch, white bead and milke, 
a nurſe and a cradle, with many other matters 
which belongs to married men to lone after; 
But as it is in the Pzoberbe , That one ill 
chance followes another, Do was it with him 
foz the other two Damoſels which he had foz- 
merly made uſe of, now began fo make nſe of 
him, and bzonght him two childzen moze fo 
kep,which was done bofh on one dap; which 
- when Robip the —— - —— he fell into 
ſuch a ſrar full quant t ple that 
beheld him, ſaid that he nate ns ne in 

the matter, that they thought in their mines 
that he would never be god againe. - 

Then began Robin with dolefull wozds,with 
weeping exes, and with wzinging hands to be- 
waile his fozmer follies, ſaying, O filly rogne 
that Jam, was it not'enough fo; me to ſtag, 
dance, dzinke Ale, bzeake Cakes, falke and be 
merry amongit Paids ? but that J muſt like 


a Towne-Bulhz over-ran b in ur 


War. 


way, and ſo in the end hepounded fo2 my bzeak- 
| finglaſe; now am A in a wozſe caſe then Por- 
- | « rage John, Marret the Lawyer, e the Cow- 

| Keeper of the Pinderof Wakefield ; J 'would | 

that my Father had never begot me, then | 
\ .. honld J never habe begotten ſo many wenches 
with childe z oz elſe J would that ſome honelt | 
So- gelder had done his office upon me to 


Here Robin for his former Letchery, 
Doth ſuffer in his Members grievouſly. ." 


— — —  — 


had I ſcap'f the miſery 
—— ow whileft Rob;n 


fo 


"CHAP. 17: 
\ | 
N Obi che Cobler having hearkned fo his 
| friends ad bice, made no moze to doe of 
. the matter, but (ruff up his Calis to be gone, 
reſotbing to come foz London, und there to 
wozke Joarney-wozke till ſuch time that his 
ilvzen were come to be men, and able to 
wozke foz the mſel ves; bat as hs paſſed along 
the Countrep, which is called the Wilde of 
Kent, he loſt bis way in the Woodlands, when 
night was almoft come upon him, and finding 
no path to guide him. e wandzed up and dowae 
till it was almaſt ten of the clocke in a pittifall 
cold froffy darke Winters night : but af the 
laſt he heard a Cocke crow, whereby he wider- 
ted that there was ſgme dwelling houſe near 
- at hand, and ſo being ſame what comfozted tg 
beate the crowing of the Cocke, he made his ap- 
pꝛoach to the honſe, and knacking at doe, there 
came fozth an old woman witd- a Kiſh clout 
5-3 und 


an excuſe, ſaying, Good Pather,” Tpzay you | 
to conſiver this, that I am a Batchelonr 


vaice, as if it came ont of thetop at | 
ney, crying th: ſeverall times, Robis the 
Cohler is mine, Robin the Cobler is mine; 
"Robin the Cobler is mine; Theſe: words 
when he heard, he thaught that ſame ſhe-devill 
was come to fetch him away alive, aud p2e- 
ſently he fell into _ a trembling. condition, 

- + That 
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that his hands ſhake, his pulſes beat, his heart 
panfed, his head aken, his noſe d2opt, his belly 
rumbled, and acertain parcel! of melting feares 
dzopt'out of thelower ends al his bzeches, and 
fo falling downe-npon his knees to the old wo- 
man, deſired het ta let him have a lodging, how 
the would, oz where ſhe mould; then the old mo- 
man toke him in, and with a remnant of ma- 
ter which ſhe had kept a long Time in a Cham- 
ber-pot fa that purpoſe, che waſht him from the 
crowne of the head to the ſole of the feet, and 
made him as white as if he had waſht him in 
puppy-dog-water,and fo they went lovingly to 


bed together; what followed after ſhall be rela - 


ted in ths enſuing dilcaurſe. 


CHAP. III. 


Fter that Robin the Colyer had taken 
"Adis firſt deep, be awaked, and turning 
himſelfe on tho other ſive, pe ſent fo bis Bev- 
fellow, but ſhe was not there; and having 
gotten all the Bed-rom ts himſelfe, he began to 
wonder with himſells about the paſſages which 
had hapned to bim the night befoze, and there- 
withall de bethought himſelfe how be might 
uſe ameanes to get away befoze the old UWlitch 
bis now-mads Landlady came backe agains to 
him, foz hs ſuppoſed that the had gone 2 - 
| | etc 


bin take ta be his mother-in-law, bzonght in 
an ugly Bears at her hæles, another b;onght a 


ravening Wolfe, and the third bzought a ſharp 
long broad bladed knife ; pale Robin, al, 


over head and eares, all labs one hole that was 
in the cover-lid, which de num and then cloſely 
pept out at, but durlt not to ftir fo2 his life ; 


but nom begins the game, The grand Witch 
of the Companie, etherwiſe called the Land. 
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lady of the houſe, put her hand under the bed, 
and pulled out a Taber anda Pipe, and plaid 
ſach a fit, that it laſted till it was within two 
boures of dap; all this white the other thze 
Witches danc o the Iriſh Hay with their holes 
apwards, meane time poꝛe Robin the Cobler 
lay abed and bepiſt himſelfe, till at laſt two 
quarts run thzough the bed upon the ground, 
whether it Were done fo; foy, oz foz (care, Ila 


— be ena 


ove, the 
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lathe honſe the bzaveft beat fo yoo 
Familiars' that they have feaſted on 


fince they devoured the two — Cos — 


which were bewitcht as they rode in a Coach 
towards a Bawdy-houſs in London ; and 
now fince that Witches have power of none 
but Swearers and Curſers, T and dif- 
ſemblers, Pimps, Bawos and ,whozes 
and Whoze-hunters, and ſuch like manner of 
people, let us make the beſt uſe of dur time 
that we may : And now pon ſhall ſ& what a 

gallant p2ize J have lighted upon by chanee : * 
There was a merry diſpoſed Cobler, which 
dwelling not far from the Towne of Rumney, 
who was every day uſed to dzinke, ſwagger, 
ſwear and domincrre, and oftentimes he would 
ſax that he cat d not a turd foz all the Witches 
in the Molo, and that he had a trick to de- 
fend himſelfs from the power sf Witches ; 
which was by walhing his hands, and ſaying 
his Pꝛapers ebery mozning befoze he went 


'fazth of the _ 3 but although he ſerved 


God in the mozning, he ſer ved the De vill ere 
night ; foz there as hardly one day in the 
werke, but he would goe a who2ing, and often- 
fimes he would intice honeſt Wenches to hy 
2 


by bis diCembling ſpaches, and fa2- 
ſweaxing himſelſe, making them that if 
he gat them with child, he would - 
them; amongſt the reit, he got tha TWiddowes 
daughters with childe, ail in one night, making 
every ene of them believe, and (wearing that 


he would marry with them the mozruw after, 


in one night, fo thee baought him the child;en 


which he never did intend, but as laſt Good ⸗ 
wife Webb the Middo w fozc'd him to marry 
her daughter; which being done, the other two 
Wenches which be had gotten with egilde, be- 
ing delivered, bzoughe him their two childzen 
to ktep, ſo as he got them all thꝛe with childs 


to kep in one day ; theſe things he thought 
that Witches had not kgowno, but my Amps 
ſpent not their time in vaine, foz Þevery night 
fent fo2th my familar Imp Madge of Wake- 
field, in the likenefſs of a blacke Caf, which 
told me of every thing that Robin the Cobler 
did doe; but the archeſt piece of Roguerie that 
ever he did ur all his life, was done to a Mid · 


dow woman in the Alte of Thanet, fo2 he h- i 


mis'd her marriage, and made her fell her 
Widdowcs Etats ſoz ſoure and twenty pound, 
and told her, that if ſhe wouls lend tum the 
meney to buy him Leather, that he would be 
married to her on Thursday next, and witht, 
that if he did not we acco2omgto bis pꝛomiſe, 
that he might bot! ne in pieces with Moelves 

and 
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and Beages, but he never came backe to the 
N againe And laſt of all he run away 
from his Wife and thꝛes Childzen, and now he 
ties under that Coverlid : When the other 
ther Witches had heard this diſcoverieq they 
all teapt foz foy, and the thze familiar ſpirits 
which went in the ſhape of a Wolfe, a Beare, 
and a blacke Cat, were ready to teare the Mit- 
ches to pietes foz biduals, they were ſo hun- 
gry ; then ſaid one of them to the reſt, ſ&ing 
bee wicht that hee might be devonred by 
Wolves and Beares, he ſhall have his wiſh, 
and he ſhall pzefently be cut in quarters, and 
the Wolfe. ſhall have his Yeart, Liver, and 
Lungs fo; his bzeakfaſt, the Beate ſhall have 
his Paunch.and Bowels, and the Cat ſhall 
habe bis paib members to gnawupon : Nay, 
the older Mitch, it hall not be ſo, foz 
be Wall not have ſo pleaſant a death as you 


nos to be bziefe inthe matter, they pul'd the 


Bed - clothes from cf him, and made him ſtand 
up ſtarke naked as ever he was bozne befo:e 
them, the Wolfe bit him by the thzoav, the 
Beare bit him by the bum, and the Cat bit him 
by the members, and every one dzew bloud of 
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him, but did him no cond harme af that time; 
Now, aid the old Witch; we habe markt you 
foz dur owne,and therewithall ſhe paſt ſentence 
upon him, that he ſhould have thze dayes pus 
nichment fo2 bis fozmer offences, and after- 
wards he was to be eaten np alive; the firſt of 
the tha dayes he was to be fransfo2med into 
the ſhape of a For, and to be chaſed with Dogs 
from mozning till night. 


Here Robin the Cabler like a Fox doth run, 
Before the Dogs, whoſe rage he cannot ſhun, 


The ſecond day he was fo be a riding Nag, 
and to carry the Mitch wbither the pleaſed : 
The third day - was to be an Dwle, and fo 
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fly from one unte ge "_ day ung ſa 
Vaving agreed upon the matter, as ſwite as the 
day Nobin the Cobler iwas to be afor, 
and ſo out of the does thep ſet him a running. 
and having transſoam themſelves into the 
ſhape of dogs, followey cloſe at his heles, and 
every time the overtoke him, they bit him by 
the buttt ckes, and nipt him molt de vulichix, fe; 
they had no mercy in their teeth. 

The next dap they trans foꝛmꝰ d him into the 
tape of a Yozſe, and ſo the Witches got upon 
bis backe, th: ot them af a time, and rid him 
over hils and mountaines,\h2ough Rivers and 
Ponds, th2ough all ſozts of waters ihicke and 


thin ; and wozft of all, they rid him thzoughſo + | 
many pu bꝛambles and b2jars,til they te 


the bery skin from the fleſh of him; ſo that the 
Whozemaſters bloud of his run from him in 
many places; and yet were not his ſozrowes at 
\*  anend,no2no man knowWes when they will be. 
[”, _ - -The third day they made an-Dwle of bi 
who flping np and dolon from Tre tu Tree at 
non time or the dar, crying, wbu, a mor: | 
birds came thick and thꝛerfold about him, 


1 ging ms moſt @ 0rangeuto lon Owis aboaaph Dwie.ab;oadby 


— all RO ng bim like —＋ upon an ur er mp : 
And to be bziele, they pluckt his feathers, hꝛoke 
his wings, and plckt out one of his eyes: This 
being done, the grand Witch . 
N e 


FR O15). | 

lt of the Witches,ſaping,That Robin the 
Cedler hav vans enough of any conſcience fog 
dis wonching tricks, and ſo they turn d jim in- 
to theſhape of a wan: | 3 
4 Here Robin by the vertue of 2 Swan, | 


" Hath broke the Witches charmes, and. is 


agains;but befoze he departev,they {| 
[made him to kneety downe, and kiſe every one | 


of their | 
= fiethy parts, and therewithall they par- 


| Andla® of'an 
ting — ke. 
came a man 


— — —— — 


CHAT. 1. 
| How Robin the Cobler having got looſe from 


ANF heare. 


No when Robin the Coblet 1d boslen 
the ſpels of witchczaft, his eve ſight, his 
hearing, his ſpeech, his ſenſes, and his know? 


he lokt of a pitifull complerion, juſt as a man 
may ſap, like one of Pbarsob's leane n; ine; his 
viſage was pale and ghaſtly, his epes emed as 
if ther were ſunke into his head, his noſe was 
— 5 — * er w Ale⸗wife, buy 2 
and his tongue did gaggle, as if it 
bien made of the Devils bollock leather, his bel⸗ 
ly and his backe were n tbat he 
was ſcarce able to ſhit fo bones. 
- "Nozhad he anx kind of Pabit to put on that 
was wozth the thaowing to the danghill; only 
un old lool mache, anda paire of lip-ſhoes, 
wich one or tie Witches had given him out dr 
her mere pittifull charity ; but pet he knew 
'biinſelfe to be in a far moe happter faftingthen 
be was in beſoze, when ane ene 
ſhe-devils at one time. 
Then began Robin to ruminate, and fo (think 


what courſe he were beft to take, and hogs ps 
was 


the Witches, became a he-. man; and of ma- 
ny notable exploits which he did; __ (hall 


[ 
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ledge, was all reſtoꝛed unte him againe, but pet 


was beſt foz him to ſteers his helme, and at lalf 
he reſolved to take bis journey once moze £02 
the famous City of London, and to fry if foz- 
tune would eFazd him any better lacke 
then he had befoze z but he vow'd that he 


would keep along on the Road, and never gor 


thzough the Woodlands any moze,fo2 feareleft 
the Witchcs ſhould miert with him again. No. 
as he paſled along on the way; in every Mowne 
and Uillage where he came, the boyes and the 
Childꝛen woul run alva from him, thinking 
that he had been mad, inſomuch that there was 
not one idle boy oꝛ girte to be ſen in the ſtreets, 
bat here comes one, the bery bitterelt of al, p 
Robin the Cobler, having gone along on his 
fourney fo2 the ſpace of almoſt two wofulldays 
and nights, without bacad o2 dzinke, oz mcnep 
to buy, he began to bewalle his ſozrowtfull lite; 
in this mourntull manner: Oh pittifull Cobler 
that J ami, foz now A am in 4 wozſe caſe then 
cber J was befoze. When A was a Hoꝛſe, the 
Witches did ride me, and put me to much pain; 
but pet ther gave me ſomewhat to feed upon 
at night, though it were but bzanne and water, 
which J can app2ove fo be pꝛetty god fare foz 


Hozſes when they are very dungrp, and ſo they 


may have enough to fill their bellies withall. 
When J was a Fox, the Witches in the ſhapes 
of Dogs ran after me, and hurried me up and 
rawne; and at every ſtop _ turne bit me by 

a ths 
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which is ten thouſand fimes wozſe. When J 
was an owle, I was moſt ſhamefully abuſed, 
and won?2ed at by other birds; but now am A 
made a wondring ſtocke to all the folks that 
ſ&@s me, inlomach that no man, woman no: 
chilze,wil not noz dare not come anear me, long 
ef the poverty of my fleſh, and diſguile of habit. 
Oh what a pititull wzetched caſe am J in now; 
An Ape, an Owle, a For, a Gaſe, a Yozſe, an 
Dre oz an Alſe is in a far better taking then J 
am in. O that J could with Diogenes Mare 
feed upon thiſtles, oꝛ like a Camelion, li be by the 
aire. Now Whilſt he was thus complaining, 
by chance came along a blind / Beggar man, 
which had a whole Wallet full of fragments 
of Fiſh and meat, and mammacks of Bzead 
and Cherſe, which he had gottten amonglt his 
god benefacozs. When Robin the Cobler had 
firt his eyes upon the blind mans Wallet of 
bictuals, the bery heart in his belly leapt foz 
jop, hoping that then he ſhould fill his belly once 
againe, and thereupon taking courage upon 
him, he made his addzeſſe,and ſpake to the blind 
15eggar man, by way of complement, knowing 
hat the blind man could not ſ&@ what manner 
of petſen he was, and ſo taking held of him by 
the ſhoulder, began to expꝛeſſe his mind in this 
manner; Mell overtaken Father, how far walk 


pou this way, matrx, quoch the — — 
e 


the buffocks ; but now am J bungerbiſfen, 


(19) 
the nert t Uillage, and fol want of a Guide fo 
leade me, I am in feare that J ſhall come to 
late tomy lodging ; why quoth the Tobler, ra- 
ther then you ſhall doe amiſſe, J will fake the 
paines to lead you my ſelle, foz I love old men 


CHAP, V. 


Here followeth 2 diſcourle of the happy fortune 
that happened to Robin the Cobler after all 


his miſeries. 


3 V Robin the Cobler was ai the blind 
Beggar along on the way, tbe blind man 
kound him to be erce diligent, and there 
withall deſired of Robin to know who he was 
that would undervalue-himſelfe fo take paines 
to lead him; Thenquoth Ki a Gen- 
tleman bozne and bzed; and ſo you would ſay if 
vou could but ſ& me; but as it comes to paſſe, 
I habe never a penny to belp-my ſelfe, foz 2 
have been a valiant Cavalier fozthe King, but 
by the foztune of the Mars J am utterly un- 


dong dos ever, ntileiſe ſomeſp#dy help come by 
| — 2 tell vou „ my 
Land not long ſitice was neffred, urg goods 


and my money taken from me, and my body 
cartied to ena I _ lain thzce years, 


[ 
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th: months, tha werks and thʒœ dayes, and 
at the laſt, vy happy chance J got out of pꝛiſon; 
but now J am out Jknow not how to lide, no: 
how to get one bit of bzead fo relieve my hun · 
gry ſtomacke, foz J have ben faſting two days 
and nights, and never a bit of vinnals came 
within mp body : Alas foz vou go Str, ſai» ' 
the Beggar, JI much lament your caſe, but if 
pon will be pleaſed fo accept ofſuch paze fare 
as J have in mp Wallet, you ſhall be heartily 
welcome to it, and the nert Alehouſe that we 
come to J will give you liquoz of the beſt ta 
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ſwallew it downe:wherenpon the Mallet was 
laid done, and the biauals ſoꝛted out upon the 
green banke. J thinke there was no ned to 
bid Robin to eat, but when he had filled his bel- 
ly away they went together cherfullp to the 
place appointed, where they lay lovingly toge- 
ther that night, and the next day the Beggar 
bzought him home to gis owne houſe, where 
was plenty of god clothes, both of Uwllen and 
Linnen, with which the Beggar ſaited Robin, 
and alſo directed him to a coffer where was fwo 
handzed and fifty pounds of ready money; All 
this quoth the Beggar , ſhall be your one 
—＋ dye, if you will tay with me all mp 


Whereupon the Cobler replyed, with a 
very god will Hir; which bargaine being 
made, Robin and his eld Baſter would every 
day walke about to god mens houſes, to (@ 
what vicuals they could get, till at the la#F, 
Robin became as cunning at the Trade as his 
Matter, and was acquainted with moſt of the 
— Beggars that lived in the County of 

ent, 

But fo conclude, In p;ocefi of time, che 
blind Beggar dyed, and then all his wealth fell 
to Robin, who afterwards went home to his 
fozmev habitation, and toe oꝛdet fo the ba- 
ding up of the the childzen an 

night, 
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night, and gave the two wenches ten pounds 

aptece foz the injury that be had fozmerly done 

them, and thꝛew the reſt of the money into his 

on lap, and fo endeth the r of Robin the 
0 


